
BEAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish meeting 1st May 2024.
Present.  and the Clerk.
	SECTION
	
               ISSUE/ACTION
	

	1.

Chairmans report
24/05/1858
	Report attached.


	2

Financial Report

24/05/1859
	Report attached

	3.
Any other items

24/05/1859
	None


	
	


Meeting opened 7.00pm Closed 7.10pm 
Beal Parish Council
Chairman's Report 2023/2024
Good evening everyone. Welcome to the Annual Parish meeting.

It has been an honour to preside as chairman of Beal Parish Council for the last year.

Especially as I had no idea a year ago, I would take up the position.

As a council :- Clerk, Deputy chair, Councillors.

We the council have listened and paid attention to the needs of the community, whilst following the rules and protocols.

This may on occasions seem frustrating and slow.

We have had Highs and lows over the previous year.

Some Highs :- Paths, road markings ,Bus shelter repairs, Urban garden and play area walls repointed for safety, Village hall clock paint repairs, Beal sign re pointed, Birkin bridge repair although it has had a bump again. 

Some Lows :- Ongoing Kellingley colliery Objections, The PROW in Beal, , Cost of living crisis causing the Precept to be raised, the work our Deputy Chairman put into the renewing of the play area apparatus (if only the people of Beal had got behind this scheme we may have had funding for new apparatus), Dogs mess at Kellingley children's play area and the river bank to the locks.

These are just a few things that have come to mind.

Also to provide assistance to the challenges that are ongoing for next year.

Also a Big thank you to our clerk Susan for her work this past year and for helping me.

Also a Thank you to our outgoing chairman Keith for his help in my first term.

Not forgetting all the councillors of Beal for the great work and advice in meetings.

Going forward, The Council invites Beal Parish Residents to engage and attend the meetings, it is hoped to look forward to a good year forthcoming of keeping the village in good condition.

PS There is still one space  available for a Parish councillor.

Thank you

Brian Carr
FINANCIAL REPORT 2023/2024
During the 2023/2024 tax year the Parish Council did not increase the precept and as a result this made a slight increase to residents of 21p per band D property. In this current year the Parish Council have increased the precept to cover increased costs and repairs which have arisen, this will result in an increase of £41.66 per band D property. The Parish precept received has remained stable for many years, it has not increased since before the 2013/2014 tax year, I cannot say when it was last increased as I have no information prior to that date. 
Allotment rent have in the past been kept stable but have this year been increased. Whilst the Parish Council are aware of the credit crunch, and would like to keep any increase to a minimum, it was felt that an increase this year was inevitable, and it has been kept to a minimum without reducing the level of service.
The amount of money that has been paid to the Parish Council by NYCC for cutting the grass in 2023/2024 was £481.97. We have received notification that in the year 2024/2025 there will be a slight increase from 7.5p to 8.0p per m2 resulting in a payment to the Parish Council of £514.07.
There have been a number of repairs and replacements done this year.  We have had a repair done to the Village Hall Clock costing £897 which also required the attendance of a joiner for the day. The joiner did some minor repairs to the Bus stop on Hollygarth Lane, which exposed that the roof needed to be replaced, this has since been replaced at a cost of £850.  We have had to replace a planter costing £376, a bench in the play area costing £418.95.  We have also replaced the toddler swing set in Craven Garth at a cost of £3593.30.
When preparing the budget for 2024/2025 on top of the general cost of living increases, we had to build into our precept requirements an £8200 for pointing both sides of the walls surrounding the Craven Garth Play area and the Urban Garden.  Our normal grass cutting contractors informed us that the cost of the work they do would be more than doubling.  Currently their prices have only increase by just over 7% in ten years.  We have sent this out for contract again and the nearest quotation we received was more than double their new estimate.  It was also brought to our attention that the Clock bezel and date plaques were in need of repair/refurbishment, the estimate for this is £3553.  
The balance in the council’s bank account as per the Cash Book on the 31st March is £22,716.68.
The internal auditor has completed the audit, earlier than expected and has signed off the audit page of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return.
Susan Welburn

Clerk to Beal Parish Council.

1st May 2024.











