
BEAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish meeting held on the 7th May 2025 at the Village Hall Beal.
Present. Cllr B. Carr, Cllr D. Sturrs and the Clerk.
Also present 5 Residents.
	SECTION
	
               ISSUE/ACTION
	

	1.

Minutes from last meeting.
25/05/0001
	Minutes of the meeting in May 2024 circulated, agreed as correct and signed by Chair.


	2

Chairman’s Report
25/05/0002
	Report attached

	3.
Financial Report
25/05/0003
	Report attached.


	4.
Residents session
25/05/0004
	A resident reported that Cllr McCartney stated that the crime figures are not hard to understand, Clerk reported that what was sent to us was a 200 page document.  They also believe that to stop there being any difficulties for residents should there be more problems as had been seen regarding the ongoing closure of the PROW, that either the local PC or PCSO should attend meetings so that they are aware of all the difficulties posed.  Can they be invited to meeting.

Regarding the ongoing closure of the PROW, and the letter received from NY stating that they are having discussions with the landowner.  Residents are not happy the Parish Council and residents are being left out of consultations, they believe that all consultations should be open. It was requested that there is some representation when meetings are being held with the landowner.  They have also measured the opening which it was suggested by NY that was done and the measurement is only 1.14m much lower than the minimum 2m it should be.  They are also concerned that it will be dark and as it goes around a corner they are concerned for safety as they will be unable to see if anyone is on there.

Public Path diversion orders state:-

WIDTH : Footpaths should be at least 2.0 metres wide and 4.0 metres for a bridleway, but generally the wider the better.

If a new route is to be enclosed by a fence, we require minimum width of 3.0 metres for a footpath and 5.0 metres for a bridleway. If a route is to be enclosed by hedges, an extra metre is required from the edge of the path to the root of the new hedge.

VIEWS: Try to choose a route that offers views as good as, or better, than the existing route.

SECURITY AND PRIVACY : You may be considering diverting a public right of way away from a dwelling onto the property boundary in order to improve privacy or security. Consider the effect on neighbours if you wish to divert onto a boundary. Whilst you may feel happier if the public are diverted onto the edge of your land, your neighbour may have concerns.
Residents  would like all persons concerned to come to the meeting including if possible Mr. Campey


Meeting opened 7.00pm Closed 7.35pm 
Chairman's Report 2024/2025

Good evening everyone, welcome to the Annual Parish meeting.

It has been an honour to peside as Chairman of Beal Parish Council for the last year.

As a council :- Clerk Deputy Chair, Councillors.

We the council have listened and paid attention to the needs of the connunity, whilst following rules and procedures.

This may on occasion seem frustrating and slow.

We have had Highs and lows over the previous year.

Some Highs :- Beal play area has had a double child's swing added. Two benches donated by Tim grogan in Kellingley play area.

Some lows :- Ongoing Kellingley Colliery objection's. The PROW in Beal is still ongoing.

Dogs mess still ongoing on Beal river bank and lock gates areas. The playing fields at Kellingley.     ( Hope this hasn't coincided with the new benches being fitted.)

Also to provide assistance to the challenges for the coming year.

Again a big thank you to our Clerk Susan for her work this past year, and also helping me.

Susan has had a lot of work this year with the ongoing PROW and Kellinley colliery, also behind the scenes the new .gov.uk emails. 

Not forgetting the councillors for their contribution's and input to the meetings. Thank you.

Going forward . The Council has spaces for councillors. Also Volunteers for fund raising committees to help[improve the village.  
Also Beal Parish Residents to engage and attend the meetings, it is hoped we look forward to a good year forthcoming of keeping the village in good condition.

Thank you

Brian carr

BEAL PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCIAL REPORT 2024/2025
In the financial year 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025 the Council increased the precept, this is the first increase in over ten years.   In addition to the precept we received a grant from Cllr Tim Grogan towards the cost of 2 benches, which have been purchased and installed on the playing field behind The Oval.  We also received £514.07 from North Yorkshire for grass cutting the visibility splays. 
With the closure of the Olive Tree Nursery, the defibrillator that had been installed there was taken over by the Parish Council and has been placed on the wall of the Village Hall, a sum of £430 was paid for the installation and necessary electrical work, ensuring that this is kept available for anyone should the need arise.  The walls surrounding the Urban Garden and Play area on Craven Garth have been repointed and there was a repair to the face of the Village Hall clock. We have also had to repair the stone Village sign which had been damage costing £500  During this year there have been the normal cost of living increases and a large increase in the cost of grass cutting. As we are now have income or expenditure above £25,000 we are now subject to external audit costing an extra £210. Whilst we are trying to replace the play equipment, it was agreed that we would put no extra funding into this project during this financial year.
In the financial year from 1st April 2025, we needed to increase the precept again. This will increase the Band D precept by £13.35 per year. It was agreed that this year we would put a small sum into projects towards the play areas and an extra £2500 was set aside for this. As we had a 3 year deal on Insurance and had prepaid for 5 years of Clock servicing, we are expecting increases in those areas this year, we also have aging office equipment which could need to be replaced and the Government have now put Employers National insurance at a lower level which will mean that the Parish Council will now have to pay. All adding to increased costs.
The balance in the council’s bank account as per the Cash Book on the 31st March is £26348.54 but there is £1454.34 in cheques which have not been cashed making the true balance at £24894.20.
The internal auditor has completed the audit, and has signed off the audit page of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return.
Susan Welburn

Clerk to Beal Parish Council.

7th  May 2025.











